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SCHOLARSHIPS AND PROFESSORSHIPS LEAD
UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA CAMPAIGN
MISSOULA —

The university system has been strapped by tight legislative budgets
and declining enrollment, but at the University of Montana private financial
support is helping maintain high academic quality.

The University of

Montana Campaign, a $6 million three-year fund raising effort has received
funds for three new professorships in areas of great importance to all
Montanans.
Among the many generous contributions UM has received during the
campaign are those in the areas of scholarships and professorships.
According to UM Foundation Executive Director Bill Zader, the campaign
has more than tripled its goal in the area of scholarships.

The original

goal was $200,000, but he says that by December 1985 more than $639,000 had
been donated for UM scholarships.

"And that," Zader said, "coupled with the

success we have had in attracting dollars for professorships means this
university will be in a much better position to attract and retain
outstanding teachers and researchers."
Several new professorships will be established at the university
according to UM Academic Vice President Donald Habbe.

Through the continued

support of Champion International and its campaign gift of $750,000 a
professorship of $250,000 has been provided for the School of Forestry.
-more-
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Kelly, UM Foundation trustee and public relations manager for Champion
International, said his company's gift "...was a way in which the private
business sector can provide financial assistance to the academic sector
which, in turn, can provide scientific research and assistance back for the
mutual benefit of both - and for the entire state's benefit."
The Champion International Chair in Forestry will strengthen and
improve the whole forestry school at the university, Habbe said.

"Champion

International has been an excellent example of a conscientious corporate
citizen."
Two other important professorships have been established to address
concerns that are crucial to preserving some of the most important resources
Montanans hold dear —

fresh water and wildlife.

The Bierman Professorship will endow a chair for the biological station
at Yellow Bay and will allow for further expansion of the freshwater research
that is underway there.

"To learn more about and to protect perhaps our most

valuable natural resource is of extreme importance to us all, and we are very
grateful for the generosity of Dr. Bierman and her family," said Habbe.
A native of the Flathead Valley, Bierman is a 1921 graduate of the
University of Montana and studied at the Yellow Bay Biological Station as a
student.

She went on to create a distinguished career as a pediatrician and

became a world-renown expert on maternal and child health.

Bierman has

worked around the country and the world for the U.S. Children's Bureau and
the Department of Public Health, and has served as Unit Chief for Maternal
and Child Health in the World Health Organization.
the U.S. Army and other government missions.
-more-

She has also worked for

For 20 years she served as a
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professor of maternal and child health at the University of Californa at
Berkeley.
Bierman has lectured in medical schools around the country.

She has

directed numerous research projects and studies and has produced many
publications on the topic of child health.
In 1935, Bierman founded well-child clinics in Montana that continue
to operate.

She was selected as a UM Distinguished Alumnus in 1960 and has

been a generous donor to the university.

She is a staunch supporter of

Flathead Lake research at the Yellow Bay Biological Station, the oldest
freshwater biological laboratory in the nation.
The people of Montana really have an obligation to support the
biological station and the fine work that's being done there," Bierman
added.

"We don't have any lakes like this one left...most of us fail to

appreciate that it's not going to stay this way unless great efforts are
made."
Bierman maintains a home on Flathead Lake, and her 85-year-old love
affair with the area continues.
The second position created is the Boone and Crockett Professorship.
The Boone and Crockett Club has selected the university to receive $900,000
to launch and run a wildlife research program on the club’s 6,000-acre ranch
near Great Falls.

The ranch, now named the Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Ranch

in honor of the club's founder, is a year-round range for wildlife.

It is

located near the Bob Marshall Wilderness, Glacier National Park and state
wildlife areas.

The gift will make possible projects focusing conservation,

-more-
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rancher-hunter issues and studies on the wintering of big game on a working
livestock ranch.
These three gifts from Champion International, Jessie Bierman, and the
Boone and Crockett Club will have a strong impact on all future students in
those related areas, according to Bill Zader.

"It gives a whole new

perspective and increased credibility to programs that are so important to
the university and to the State of Montana.

Each of these gifts are unique,

not only in what they provide for, but also because each of these areas is
of great concern to the future of Montana and the West.

We are extremely

grateful to those individuals and groups who have given to the university so
that these vital programs can continue."

m

